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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Author of the following Treatise in
tended that it should have appeared in the pages 

of the Christian Examiner, in two successive' 

numbers. It proves, however, to be too long 
for the Editors of that Periodical to be able to 

give it insertion. He therefore takes the libeny 
of sending it to the pre� himse� �tho�t g_oing 
to th� useless trouble of altering its original form, 

or address. He is not without hope, that he 
may thus be found to have contributed some

thing, towards the settling of some questions �till 

remaining at issue among the expositors of 
prophecy, which are evidently of growing im

portance, as time advances towards_ THE END. 



ERRATA. 

Page I 9, line 15, dele " by," 
� 46, _;,, · 1, for "typical," read "antitypical." 
-- 47, - �I., for ,, Wiii;" read •r Wiii Rot." 

·().'l'i.'��i'
\ 

� ") '":' 1'1\ Sl !·

\ -�-'.;:��,sf)



ON THE 1260 DAYS. 

To the Editor of the Cftristian Ezaminer. 

SIR, 

I believe that truth, upon all subjects, 
shall assuredly prevail at last, and therefore the 
mean while it can bear to be freely, or even roughly 
handled. A�d among the subjects which can thus 
bear without any eventual injury to be passed even 
through the severest ordeal of examination, that of 
prophecy stands pre-eminent as a �tness unto the 
children of men-" more sure" even than that of 
signs and wonders, for Him who seeth the end from 
the beginning, and calleth things that are not u 
though they were. 2 Peter i. 19. 

Under these sober and composing convictions, I 
am unable to feel 01/er much grieved, when interpreta



tions of parts of the prophetic word, which seem to 
me to be satisfactorily established, and in which most, 
if not all, of our Protestant commentators at least, 
from the days of Mede and Newton, appear to haTe 
acquiesced, as though they stood impregnably fixed 
upon the basis of inductive demonstration, are now all 
to be overhauled again-and that, too, by men of 
deep piety, and considerable ability and learning, 
such as your respected correspondent, R. D. and 
Mr. Maitland, (from whom R. D. has, I believe, 
derived his present sentiments,) and some others: 
Now as I still think that those gentlemen are wrong, 
and t.hey themselves will not go so far u to say that 
they are . right, I trust that they will not takP. i, 
amiss, if, in a spirit of brotherly love, I honestly 
make the attempt ( whet.her with success or no, let 
the public judge) to show, First, the gro-undle,sneaa 
of their objection to the postulate, that the term of 
\260 days of Daniel and St. John is to be understood 
o£ a period not of natural days, b11t of yean ; and 
Secondly, the mcom,nieilce of the conclusion, which 
would follo:w. in the shape of a corollai:y from their 
objection, if they could succeed in establishing the 
talidit,: of it. Far be all asperity from christian· 
brethren. when speaking or writing against each other 
up9n any point in which they may not yet see eye to 
eye, and be. therefore like minded : and. this doing to 
3nother as we would not be done by, ought for an 
additional reason to. be the farther avoided, when we 
deem our. opponents (as I do mine, in the present 
i:ase) to be sufficiently pJ1Dished already by sustainiag 
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the loss-through their defect of information, or uc,a.

of scrupulousness (whichever it may be) of the 
comfort of knowing as much of truth as we, (though 
at the expense of being regarded by them aa over 
credulous folk) venture to believe ourselves to be in 
the posse86ion and enjoyment of. 

Without further preface then, I consider that the ob
jection, made by those who think with Mr. Maitland, 
to the sentiment, which, with almost the highest con
sent has, obtained among Protestant commentators and 
students of prophecy for the last 200 years, that the 
1260 days of Daniel and St, John cannot mean 
natural days, and must therefore be taken in the only 
remaining sense, of so many natural years " a day 
tor a year" -is groundless in itself, and untenable by 
any believer in the Prophets (Acts xxvi. 27,) 
who will only allow that the history of the world is, 
as iar as the Scriptures of the Prophets are already 
:fulfilled, the best and safest clearer up of any ambi
guities, which are to be found in the language em
ployed by those men who spake not " by any; 
private interpretation," or impulse, but " as they; 
were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

That objection, as far as I am aware, is based upon 
tliiise two assertions-First, " that nothing has yet 
oocurred in the history of the fourth wild beast of 

Daniel, or of the Roman Empire," ( whjch without 
an9 interruption of time was to succeed to that of the 
Greeks, if I may be allowed so. far, at present, to 
aasume as a poitulate what I do not know to have 
been -by any oppugned) " which bears a sufficient re-
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