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FOR YET A LITTLE WHILE, AND HE THA.T SHA.LL COME, WILL
COME, AND WILL NOT TA.RRY.-Heb, X: XX.XVII,

Tim Coming of Christ is an event marked in scripture as the
great crowning truth of God's economy; and on this hangs the
welfare of mankind. It is this transaction, which is (if we may
be allowed the expression) to unite time and eternity; it takes
place. at the end of the age, when the great Head of the Church
will send forth His angels, and gather out of His Kingdom all
things that offend, and them that do iniquity; and, casting them
into a furnace of fire, He will i;estore tho ,iarth back to its orig
inal beauty, to be inhabited by the saved of all ages, from
righteous Abel, down to the last saint which shall be. sealed,
just prior to the end of the world. The necessity of this event
will be more fully appreciated, if we take into consideration the
fact, that the saints will not be rewarded until the Savior
comes : for, He is to judge the quick and the dead, at His ap·
pearing, and his kingdom. They cannot even be. with Him, for,
in His address to the disciples, He says : " As I said to . the
Jews, so say I unto you, whither I go ye cannot come, but if I
go away I will come again and teceive you unto myself." The
above, with other passage&, assure us that there can be no re
ward, no immortality, no life, until the great source of life shall
return again to this world. When the Son of God gives life to
His people, they are ( according to the promise) to inherit the
earth; but before this can be, the Almighty will sweep it with
the besom of destruction, ancl then, the saints will take the king
dom under the whole heaven, and possess it forever. Then will
the redeemed sing in the heights of Zion, for, " Violence shall
be heard no more within t.he land, wasting nor destruction with
in thy borders." The Bible not only points out the fact and
object of His coming, but also the nature of that coming-it is
to be a real affair. "The Lord himself shall descend from
Heaven." This same Jesus shall so come in like manner.
This is the language of inspiration ; and it is so plain that none
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need to mistake its meaning. But we go further, and say that
it is the privilege of all who will credit divine testimony, to un
derstand and know the day to be near. And it is certain that
this is not t-00 positive ground, for if we reason from analogy, or
the history of the past, we may infer that God's people will be
in the light, will understand. We are informed in the sacred
history that Noah understood, not only the cbaracier of the event
to transpire in his day, but also the time. It would not have
answered, when the Lord said to that patriarch, " I will destroy
all flesh," to have replied, it doe11 not make any matter if we
,are only prepared for death. No, it would have met the frown
of the Almighty. To be prepared for death is one thing-to be
prepared for the flood was quite another. Noah was to live to
see and realize this event ; and his great concern was to know
how to esoape that overwhelming destruetion, how to live, not
prepare for death. And to do this he must first believe God,
prepare the ark, and wait patiently the result. The same prin
ciple may be discovered in the history of Lot. It was necessa
ry to believe the testimony of the angel--this he did-while
those who disobeyed were destroyed. We see the same princi
ple developed in the history of the Jews. They were destroy
ed because they knew not the time of their vi�itation. It de
pended on a knowledge of the time in which they lived, a sub
stantial faith in God. After looking over the history of the
past, we are led to inquire, will not the people of God under
stand the event of His Second Coming, at the time when it is
near? If this is not the case, how is it that the Bible informs
us that, at His coming, the wise servant will be found giving
meat in due season, viz : preaching ; " Behold the Bridegroom
cometh, go ye out to meet him.'' This certainly will be found
meat in due season, to all who love the Lord. But this does
not rest altogether on inference, for, we have positive tmitimony
to assure us that the church will know. The Savior instructs
the church in relation to this matter as follows : " And when
these things begin to come to pass, then look up and lift up your
heads, for your redemption draweth nigh." How clear this in
struction to him who is willing to believe God. In a subsequent
verse, He says, " When ye see these things come to pass, hiow
ye it is near, even at the door." Now who can fail to under·
stand unless willingly ignorant? We think none. To those
who are disposed to cavil, we have nothing to say ; but to those
who will believe God, wa say, "Behold the Bridegroom cometh,
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go ye out to meet him. The sun has been darkened, the moon
has withdrawn her light, the stars have fallen from heaven, and
every thing betokens the near coming of Christ. Tho Prophet
has given us a sketch, or outline, of the four great kingdoms,
their rise, progress, decline, and fall ; all of which has passed
off the stage, excepting the broken pieces of the fourth empire,
which only remains to be crushed by the stone cut out of the
mountain without hands. The seals have been opened, at least
six of them, covering a space of eighteen hundred years, dur
ing which, we have had kingdom against kingdom, and nation
against nation, earthquakes, pestiltmces and famines, as the
forerunners of that awful day. And now wickedness is on the
increase, and the "love of many has waxed cold." The peril-.
ous times of which the Apostles spoke are being realized-men
are lovers of themselves, proud, covetous, boasters, blasphem
ers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural
affoction, covenant breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
de�pisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded,
lovei:s of pleasure more than lovers of God, having a form of
Godliness, but denying the power. The time has come when
men will not endure sound doctrine, but after their own lusts
have they heaped to them�lvcs teachers having itching ea.rs ;
and they have turned their ea.rs away from the truth, and are
turned unto fables. Scoffllrs have arisen, saying,-" Where is
the promise of His coming ? for since the fathers fell asleep all
things continue as they were from the beginning of the crea
tion." They are walking after their own lust, insulting Jeho
vah by trampling his mercies under foot. Having departed
from the faith, they are giving heed unto seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils, speaking lies in hypocrisy, affirming the
same old lie that Satan coined six thousand years ago,-" Thou
shalt not surely die."
While the above is in process of fulfillment, the virgins are
trimming their lamps and going forth to meet the- Bridegroom.
There has, indeed, been a long night of darkness, during which
the Yirgins have slept, but the cry being beard " Behold He
cometh," all who are really loving our blessed Lord, are trim
ming thei1· lamps, rejoicing in the prospect of their soon coming
Lord. This is a case of life and death. May the Lord help
us to have our lamps trimmed and burning, and we, like unto
men who wait for their Lord, that we may open unto him imme
diately. We can adopt the language of the poet,-

