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ERRATUM. 

Page xliv-line 31, for (Rev. xvii. 18) read (Rev. xvii. 16, 17). 



ADDRESS TO THE READER. 

DEA.a Sia, 

HAD you lived four or five centuries ago, when the 
accidental discovery-the most important in the history of 
science-was made by two Florentine juvepiles (I think they 
were Florentine) ; when the most happy and the most blessed 
of all the means of temporal enjoyment was presented by a 
gracious Providence, through the hands of these children, to 
all future generations of our race-I mean the discovery of 
the use of optical lenses; what would you have said to the 
man who should have made the observation, that because 
these youths were unable to render a scientific explanation 
of the wonderful fact they had disclosed, it was itself un
worthy of attention? Now, I beg to say, that this is just 
the way in which-on the subject of a discovery equally 
accidental, equally important I will not say-you have acted 
towards me. On the 10th of May, 1852, I placed in your 
hands a full exposition (as I deemed it at the time) of the 
wonderful numerical aign xfs- (666), to be found at the end 
of Rev. xiii. The exposition was in itself, l confess, a 
pretension to a complete development of the mystery, and was 
as if the Florentine youths had really undertaken, on appeal 
being made to them, to unfold in full the properties of the 
lens, properties which it h11s since required much learning, 
and a no leas person than a Newton, fully to evolve. But if 
you were not 1atiafied with the explanation I gave-and herein 
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you were undoubtedly i:ight-it surely ought to have occurred 
that the fact imparted remained, and was deserving of your 
most serious attention. Has it received any such attention? 
I believe not. Now, it is in the same spirit in which, I say, 
you ought to have viewed the fact I placed before you, that I 
have myself proceeded to examine more closely into its 
merits. This volume is the result. I venture to invite your 
attention to it ; under the full persuasion that, however im
perfect, perhaps mean, as a literary performance, it will be 
found to contain hints on various subjects of Prophecy, 
which, in better hands, might be hereafter turned to an ex
cellent account. I cannot help still recommending to you a 
perusal of my little pamphlet (price sixpence), if it be only 
to show the several steps which led to the discovery of the 
Name of the Beaat-an acquisition which has been my 
Pole-star in all subsequent investigations, and which has 
led me to an almost totally new system of interpretation of 
Prophecy. I pray you in the name of ,acred, truth, not 
hastily to reject my lucubrations: let them only have the 
privilege of mingling with your own, and they will have 
achieved all that I desire. For the mysteries of Prophecy 
require a stronger light for their elucidation than my un
aided lamp affords; while also, I am sure, you will agree 
with me in saying, that they are pressing more forcibly, from 
year to year, upon the attention of Christ's Church. · Let 
there be no room at the Lord's coming, with regard to this 
portion of His word, for the taunting question, " Shall He 
find faith in the earth f" 

After all, my discovery of the "name" was not·so purely 
and blindly fortuitous. I had been led, to take up the Greek 
Testament in ,earch of the "name," And I really think 
this circumstance so much advances my claim to attention, 
that I beg to place the occurrence in detail before you. In 
reading Mr. Frere's Expositions of Prophecy, particularly 
his "Letter on the Infidel Individual Antichrist, 1833 " 
(mark the year), I had come upon such passages as the fol
lowing:-

" I allude to the circumstance or the death of Napoleon the Great, in 
the year 1821, after he had Culfilled all that is predicted or the Inflde\ 
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Antichriat of the last days, from Dan. xi. 21 to 39; but before he had 
fulfilled the latter verses, 40 to 45, which appear to be ascribed to the 
eame individual." (p. 10.) "The correct general view of this Prophecy 
(i.11. from v. 21 to v. 46) is, that it has for its main object the history of 
the Infidel Individual Antichrist of the last days; represented also in the 
Apocalypse under the symbol of the eighth and last head of the Roman 
beast,_ who will be the leader of the nations to their final destruction at 
the battle of Armageddon." (p. 11.) 

"The death of Napoleon the Great, at a time when verr. 40-45 
(Dan. xi.) remained as certainly unfulfilled as verr. 21-39 had been ful
filled by him, would seem to be fatal to the supposed unity of that part of 
the prophecy which consists of verr. 21-45; were it not that Rev. :r.vii. 
8-11, treating of the past short-lived se\".enth headship of the Roman 
Empire, which was held by Napoleon the Great, and of the future e ighth 

· headship to be held by the Antichriat, • • • • says, that the eighth ' is
of the seven;' which, taken in its most emphatic sense, would signify that
the seventh and eighth headships would both be held by the same indi
vidual ; or that there would be such an union between the two, as would
account for their being thus decidedly identified together in this last pro
phecy of Daniel." (p. 111.) "The eighth head of the Roman Empire is
there (i.e. in Rev. :r.vii.) denominated 'the beast that waa, and ia not, and
yet ia'; and the fact that this form of prophecy is without precedent, may
justly lead us to the conclusion that there will be something peculiar and
unpr_ecedented in the circumstances of the rise, and in the character, of
the individual who is the subject of it. I may therefore on this ground
also mppose (at least for the present, and until the event shall have
cleared away all difficulties) that he will be so united in character and
situation with Napoleon the Great, who held the seventh headahip of the
Roman Empire, as to be_ considered in the prophetic writings as the
eame individual, though he shall yet nol be the same." (p. 16.)

" Whatever individual shall then attain the throne of Rome, will necea
lllrily be the expected eighth and last head of the Roman Empire, which 
has remained without a visible or acknowledged head ever since the fall of 
the short-lived seventh headship in April, 1814; and will be the Antichriat 
of the last days, and the fulfiller of Dan. xi. 40-45. The young Napo
leon, as King of Rome, having himself shared the brief seventh headship 
of the Roman Empire, seemed qualified in an extraordinary manner to 
answer the various conditions of the prophecy of Rev. :r.vil. 8-1 l, and 
thWI also to be admitted as the representative of Napoleon the Great, in 
the fulfilment of the concluding portion of the prophecy of Daniel • • , 
His late decease has in no degree affected my original confidence in the 
ftnal result, which ooght never to rest upon apparent probabilities or pos
aibilitiea, but upon the certainty of the prophetic word." (pp. 17, 18.) 

" I have never changed my opinion as to the literal interpretation of 
Dan. xi. 21-45, or coJllidered it otherwise than as profeuedly describing 

B2 
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throughout the actions of a single individual ; whatel'er anomaly I have 
latterly been compelled to admit there must be, in the fulfilment of the 
concluding verses of it." ( p. 19.) " We find that Antichrist, in his flnt 
manifestation, is departed from the scene, and there is now an entire 
deficiency in the Roman Empire of any other individual qualified, either 
by personal influence or descent, to sustain the character aa anticipated 
alike by the ancient and modern Church. Here, then, again, is written 
my•tny.'' (p. 21.) 

" That which we are ignorant of respecting these manifestation, ia, why 
Dan. xi. represents the acta of the two successive heada of the Infidel 
Western Roman Empire aa being those of the ,am., indit:idual; and 
whether the declaration of Rev. xvii. 11, that the eighth' is of the seven,' 
is to be considered in connexion with this peculiarity in the earlier pro
phecy." • • • • "1'hat the identity implied by the prophecy of Daniel 
may be satisfied by a mere similarity of character • . .• would certainly 
be altogether a conclusion 10 lame and impotent, drawn from pro
phetic terms apparently so connected and pregnant with meaning
although that meaning may be for the present wrapt up in mystery-as 
to be utterly unsatisfactory and inadmisaible." (p. 24.) 

Now I think I shall be able to show that the chief deduc
tion drawn in these passages is erroneous ; but l�tting that 
pass, I ask you, who that professes any respect for prophecy, 
on reading in the year 1852 observations such as these, that 
had passed through the press in 183:J, and allowing his 
thoughts to range for eve:t so short a moment over the asto
nishing events of the interval, but must feel the excitement 
of a reverential curiosity? I said to myself, if truth be 
here, then mu,t the famous number six hundred, sixty, and 
six, be within our grasp at last. The first thing that sur
prised me, on resorting to the Greek original, was, that the 
number is not written in words, but in ciphers. I confess it 
was with a precipitancy not to be defended, but far from 
being to be deplored, that I came on this account to the 
conclusion that the numerical expression was to be viewed in 
a symbolical sense. My conviction was instantaneous. In 
consequence I looked at the construction of the Greek 
numeration table, and found a reason for believing that the 
figure 666 pointed allegorically at the number 6,000,000. 
The reason is given at length in my little pamphlet; and it is 
one which, I still affirm, has not been refuted, and cannot be 
gainsayed ; but as I do not intend in the present volume 
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to bring it forward, I shall not trouble you with it. It has 
served its turn in suggesting the truth-viz. , that the name 
of the " beast " i11 six million, and now, as an empty bottle, 
I put it aside. Proceeding however at the time on this tack, I 
found that the number 6,000,000 involved the natural "mark 
of the beast "-presuming the beast, in this part of Prophecy, 
and in the present age, to be the Napo}eonic dynasty. 

But the "mark of the beast" is not the only, nor the most 
important, thing that invites our investigation ; there is also 
the " name of the beast." To constitute a full interpreta
tion of the numerical enigma at the end of Rev. xiii., I 
think that a very cursory perusal of the latter verses should 
suffice to convince any one, that more than one thing is 
necessary. It is true that, in the last verse, the only thing 
mentioned is " the number of the beast "-as if the number 
666 were the one only expression intended, in nmple reckon
ing, of the beast's name; but in the preceding verse we 
read, "save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, 
or the number of his name "-a sentence which, I need 
not say, contains a plurality of such points. There are not 
in this sentence three things presented to our notice, but 
two, as will be shown in its place from the notes of Gries
bach; the two being-" the mark of the beast's name," and 
"the number of his name." The question arises-in what 
manner, having attained the mark, shall we possess ourselves 
also of the number of the beast's name ? 

In my pamphlet I have advanced the notion, that when a 
r,aria lectio of a text presents itself, equally well authenti
cated in early MSS. as the text commonly received, it is 
very possible both may have been given by inspiration. 
Thus there would be an absurdity in the supposition, be
cause St. Matthe,v indites the words " forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors" in the Lord's Prayer, and St. 
Luke writes-" forgive us our sins, for we also forgive every 
one that is indebted to us," that the one form of words is to 
be considered less vouched by the Inspiring Spirit than the 
other. Now, there is found a certain "various reading" of 
the text xE� (600,60,6)-viz., x,� (600,10,6), of which 
Ireneeus testifies that it was much received by the learned 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































